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NOCHS INVESTS IN WOMEN’S HEALTH WITH PURCHASE OF  
WEST MICHIGAN’S FIRST SPY ELITE® SYSTEM 

 
Enables Assessment of Tissue Perfusion, Helps Avoid Ailments Common in Breast Reconstruction and other Procedures 

 
GRAND HAVEN, MI, February 5, 2014 – North Ottawa Community Health System (NOCHS) is the first hospital in the 
region to provide doctors and patients access to a revolutionary new piece of medical equipment, the SPY Elite® System.  
The SPY Elite® System enables accurate, real-time assessment of tissue perfusion, a key component in the success of 
complex reconstructive surgeries requiring the use of tissue flaps.  Inadequate tissue perfusion (lack of blood flow) is one 
of the leading causes of complications following a mastectomy or other breast reconstruction procedures.   
 
The use of the SPY Elite® System helps the surgeon select the best tissue to use when doing reconstructive surgery by 
making it easier to identify areas that have adequate blood supply. If an area of tissue has poor blood supply, it could 
decay and become infected, which could lead to additional surgery. It can be difficult to determine which tissue had the 
best circulation using the naked eye. The SPY Elite® System removes the guesswork from the process by using 
florescence imaging and dye that is injected into the patient's bloodstream to illuminate tissue with strong blood supply, 
while tissue with no blood supply remains dark. This helps the surgeons adjust their approach on-the-spot for optimal 
results, avoid using bad tissue, and work with tissue that has the best chance of surviving and thriving. 
 
“Women’s Health remains an important focus for us,” said Cindy VanKampen . “Coming into the New Year, many women 
who got their mammograms in October and November thanks to Breast Cancer Awareness campaigns, are now coming to 
terms with a cancer diagnosis. They, along with their doctors are determining the best course of treatment, and for many 
that will include some form of reconstructive surgery. A fear of many women is that reconstruction will leave them looking 
vastly different than they did before. The SPY Elite® System is a tool that helps surgeons preserve as much original tissue 
as possible, giving women more peace of mind about the outcome.” 
 
“As was the case with the daVinci® HD SI surgical system, purchased by NOCHS in 2011 (another first-of-its-kind in West 
Michigan), the SPY Elite will help support surgeons throughout the region, who want access to this technology for their 
patients – regardless of whether those patients live in Grand Haven or hail from elsewhere in the region,” said 
VanKampen. “Our state-of-the-art technology in surgery and diagnostics along with our highly skilled and tenured surgical 
team, has made NOCHS a place patients are willing to travel to for care they can’t find anywhere else.” 
 
The SPY Elite® System is the latest addition to the NOCHS regionally renowned Breast Evaluation Center which already 
includes state-of-the-art equipment such as the Hologic MultiCare® Platinum Stereotactic Breast Biopsy Guidance 
System, digital mammography and Breast MRI. Use of the system, which adds as little as five minutes to an operative 
procedure, can help reduce a variety of common perfusion-related complications including skin loss, necrosis, nipple loss, 
partial or total flap loss and wound healing problems. 
 
In addition to assisting with breast reconstructions The SPY Elite® System will also be used to enhance a variety of other 
medical procedures at NOCHS such as micro, plastics and gastrointestinal surgical procedures.  
 
The Breast Evaluation Center at North Ottawa Community Hospital offers education and prevention programs that reduce 
risk, the latest mammography technology for earlier detection, and support services that help women recover emotionally, 
as well as physically. The educational and diagnostic capability of The Breast Evaluation Center is part of NOCHS’ 
comprehensive Women’s Health program that includes: an OB/GYN physician and midwife practice, surgeons performing 
lumpectomies, mastectomies and breast reconstruction, as well as on-site Pathologists who have a reference lab affiliation 
with Mayo Clinic. 
 
Nationally ranked for Patient Experience by HealthGrades, North Ottawa Community Hospital is part of full continuum of 
care including an 84-bed long-term care facility, home healthcare and durable medical equipment services, retail 
pharmacy, urgent care center, as well as physician practices in primary care and OB/GYN. It also includes North Ottawa 
County’s first in-patient Hospice facility and longest running community-based Hospice program on the lakeshore. NOCHS 
is among the lakeshore’s major employers with more than 800 employees. 
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